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— feared and hated by the world they have sworn to protect. These are the STRANGEST heroes of all! 
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IMAPERIAL CENTER -- RULING SEAT OF A GALACTIC EMPIRE LOCATED HALFWAY ACROSS THE KNOWN UNIVERSE 
4% x i FELLOW MINISTERS -- : 
SEE, MY FRIENDS! + f- j if , RISE AND HAIL q 
Ot : LILANDRA, ¥ 
| ) MAJESTRIX 4 
ag SHVAR! 


AC) Papp 
| ANY 


we 
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THIS EMERGENCY 
MEETING OF HER 
GRAND COUNCIL IS 
NOW IN SESSION. 


BESIDE IT, EVEN 
NOW FACE A THREAT THE GALACTUS MAY PALE 
LIKE OF WHICH THE SHI‘AR TO_INSIGNIFICANCE . 
EMPIRE -- INDEED, THE . TO FEED HIS 
ENTIRE UNIVERSE -- HAS INFERNAL HUNGER, 
NEVER KNOWN. HE CONSUMES 
WORLDS. 


TO FEED 
HERS, PHOENIX 


TUOKS‘ENHAAMIN, } UPON ARRIVING IN IMPERIAL SPACE, 
BEGIN THE BRIEFING. / AS ALL CAN SEE IN THIS HOLOGRAM 
FIELD, THE PHOENIX-ENTITY PLUNGED 
INTO THE HEART OF D’GARI, A 
e ' - 
Z RESULTANT 
G-TYPE STAR. _ * PE ELLAR 


IN A MATTER EXPLOSION 
OF SECONDS, 
Ho aUpR 
oO - = : oo _ 
Vv ; ™ ITS INHABITED 
NOVA STAGE. J iS INES 
=e a AS WELL.” 


AETER LEAVING D’‘BARI, 
PHOENIX WAS JNTERCEPTED 
BY OUR NEWEST, MOST 
POWERFUL BATTLE 

CRUISER. THE SHIP 
ATTACKED... 


a, AND WAS 
DESTROYED AS 
QUICKLY, AS EASILY, 
AS COMPLETELY, 
AS THE STAR. * 


WHEN I FIRST MET PHOENIX, SHE WASA NOW, IT SEEMS, THE CHILD IS MINISTERS, IF THE EMPIRE -- 

TERRAN FEMALE NAMED JEAN GREY,A BENEFICENT NO LONGER. I IF THE UNIVERSE -- 1S TO 

BENEFICENT ENTITY. SHE AND HER FEAR AS WELL THAT SHE MEANS SURVIVE... 

FELLOW X-MEN HELPED STOP MY TO PICK UP WHERE MY BROTHER 

MAD BROTHER FROM UNLEASHING LEFT OFF. . PHOENIX MUST 
ARMAGEDDON. * tf BE DESTROYED. 


* 
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SSSR 
... Mr. PRESIDENT, IT'S THE ga OST ey THANK You, 
SAME ENERGY MATRIX THAT = pcre ae OR.COAHBEAU. 
STARCORE MONITORED H Tiellaalia lc eeer—C*sC«‘JULL, GET. MEE 
EARLIER THIS EVENING. i ee IH = THE AVENGERS 
ONLY NOW IT'S FAR MORE % : oS 

POWERFUL, AND HEADING e 
STRAIGHT FOR THE EARTH! 


AND, IN NEW YORK.., SN ONLY THE PRESIDENT CAN ACTIVATE 
Sa IT-- AND ONLY THEN IN TIMES OF THE 
|, GRAVEST DANGER. I'VE NEVER HEARD 
; __1T SOUNDED IN EARNEST 


Su 
EN 


SS 


“U y yoy 
Mr. JAHVIS, AH UNDERSTOOD eee AN ENERGY FORCE OF 
THAT AN AVENJUH WAS ALWAYS Fat . UNKNOWN ORIGINS, BUT 
SUPPOSED TO BE ON MONITUH AV @A CONSIDERABLE POWER, |S MASTER BEAST WAS ON 
DUTY. AH’VE BEEN CALLING M\X\g \ ee APPROACHING EARTH. MONITOR DUTY. THERE'S 
FOAH SOME TIME, WITHOUT : 
RESPONSE £ 


IF THIS 1S SOME 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL rh 
ATTACK, I WANT ay eet YES, SIR. 
I'LL ASSEMBLE 
THEM AT ONCE. 


AANSWER: THE BEAST, ANSWERING 
CY CLOPS’ SECRET CALL FOR HELP, 
HAS RETURNED TO HIS OLD ALMA 
MATER, PROFESSOR CHARLES 
XAVIER'S SCHOOL FOR GIFTED YOUNG- 
STERS-- SECRET HOME AND HEADQUAR- 
TERS OF THE UNCANNY X-MEN. 


Sin, GENTLY DOES 
ay Bh IT... GENTLY. 
OO Sy 


I'VE NEVER HEARD 
SUCH PAIN IN 
CYCLOPS’ VOICE 
SOON NOW WE 
WILL HAVE TO 
FIGHT THE 
WOMAN HE 
LOVES -- 
PERHAPS TO THE 
DEATH. THAT 
KNOWLEDGE IS 
EATING HIM 
UP INSIDE. 


ORORO WANTS TO HELP 

ME, TO COMFORT ME. BUT 
I CAN'T GIVE IN. NOT YET. 
IF I GIVE FULL REIN TOMY 
FEELINGS, I'LL... SHATTER. 


FOR JEAN'S SAKE, 

AS MUCH AS EVERY - 
ONE ELSE'S, I HAVE 
TO STAY STRONG... 


BEFORE HE JOINED THE AVENGERS, HANK McCOY WAS A CHARTER 
MEMBER OF THIS MUTANT TEAM. TONIGHT HE DISCOVERED THAT OLD 


LOYALTIES DIE VERY HARD. <=] 
BY GEORGE, I'VE GOT IT! i 


I Uzi 


YOUR BASIC BTN 
MNEMONIC SCRAMBLER. 
SLAP THIS ON JEANNIE’S 

HEAD AND SHE SHOULDN'T Agi | 
BE ABLE TO THINK A 
COHERENT THOUGHT, MUCH 
| LESS READ MINDS OR THROW 
TELEKINETIC FORCE BOLTS. 


ill rf 


1 CAN'T OPEN MY EYES, 
EVEN THE TINIEST FRACTION, 
UNTIL I'VE PUT ON MY 
SPECIAL RUBY QUARTZ 

GLASSES,OR MY 
OPTIC BLASTS COULD 
PUNCH A TRUCK-SIZED 
HOLE IN THE WALL. 


EAEANWHILE, IN THE MANSION'S 
DANGER ROOM, THE REST OF 
THE X-MEN WORK OUT WITH A 
MACHINE WHOSE BLADES 
WHIRL ABOUT THE ROOM 

AT VARYING HEIGHTS 

ANO DEADLY SPEED. 


WW 


( 
| 


by 
i, 5 


"SUPER SPANNER(’ 


(TS SPINNING 

BLADES CRUSH 

BOTH YOU AND 
WOLVERINE! 


TAM 
TRYING TO, 


IN CONTROL. 


COLOSSUS, BEFORE 


NIGHT 
CRAWLER! 


NO GOOD, MY FRIEND. Y¥ THAT Gy A fe \\ 
WAS MY Pe \ FORCED TO WAIT WHILE CYCLOPS, 


INTENTION, 7 Y cial THE BEAST WORKED 


BROKE OFF ONE © N THE LABORATORY. 


ITS ARMS! 


Li 
\ 1) yo Uf 
i YZ 


BUT IN MY HEART, 
I AM SEETHING £ 
MY PATIENCE JS 


RETRACTABLE, 
UNBREAKABLE 
ADAMANTIUM 
CLAWS... 


«-. JAM THE 
GEARS AN’... 


SHE TRASHED US SHE !S OUR FRIEND, 
ONCE. * SHE'LL PETER. MORE THAN 
PROBABLY DO IT OUR FRIEND. 
AGAIN. BUT THAT COME WHAT MAY... 
DON'T MEAN WE 

GIVE UP. ue WE MUST 
FIGHT TO 
SAVE HER. 


yer’ 
(a ae 
(( % 
Ni. 
CMM 


| ANNANDALE - ON -HUDSON, NEW YORK -- hive 
A SLEEPY LITTLE COLLEGE HAMLET SOME 
SOMES (AS THE PROVERBIAL CROW 
FLIES) NORTHWEST OF THE X-MEN’S 
MANSION /HEADQUARTERS . 


RM SHE RETURNS AS-- 
me OARK phoenx 


THIS HOUSE ON 
ANNANDALE ROAD : 
WHERE JEAN GRE: FOR A TIME, THE YOUNG GODDESS 
oe ose STANDS, UNMOVING, IN THE 
SHE GREW UP. 3 ee FRONT YARD, WONDERING WHY’ 
SHE CAME BACK HERE, 


THE LOOK, THE SMELL, THE FEEL OF EVERYTHING IS FAMILIAR, UNCHANGED. AND YET, THESE MEMORIES AND 
EXPERIENCES NOW SEEM TO BELONG TO SOMEONE ELSE. 


ltl 
3l4| TESTE 
Nat laiAHT Mt acunttl 


eee THis 1S JEAN 
| ! GREY'S HOME, 


aT = 
dies “A a SS 
fein —(lles) Sa che ex 


SHE WAS ONCE ALL THAT IS GREAT IN HUMANITY. 
HE HAS BECOME ALL THAT IS TERRIBLE. 


'S A DESTROYER OF 
RES ONLY FOR HERSELF, 
fie TT 
UH AS DY WOULD YOU 

1 BELIEVE, THE 
N WICKED WITCH 
OF THE WEST2 


YET JEAN EZ 
a GREY /S DARK 
ay PHOENIX, 


MY GOODNESS, GIRL, 
WE HAVEN'T HEARD 
FROM YOU IN WEEKS! 
WHY DIDN'T You 
WRITE OR CALL 7! 


wow! MOM IT'S THE SAME WITH 
WASN'T MOM AND SARAH. TOO! 
KIDDING, 1 CAN'T HELP READING 


TELEPATHIC POWER IS SO 
THEIR MINDS! 


SENSITIVE, I CAN'T BLOCK 
OUT DAD'S THOUGHTS. HE'S 
AN OPEN BOOK TO ME! 
NOTHING'S SECRET, NOTHING'S 
SACRED, ANYMORE ! 
WONDERFUL 
TO SEE YOU, F 


1 WAS... IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 7 


ELAINE ! 
SARAH! COME 1_ THOUGHT 
DOWNSTAIRS ! I'D OROP IN. 
LOOK WHO'S 

HERE? 
THAT COSTUME...£ IT'S YOU LOOK I'M NOT FINE! GET OUT OF MY MIND, 
TRUE, THEN, WHAT MOM THIN, JEAN. ALL OF YOU ! GET OUT! GET OUTIL 
TOLD MEZ YOU ARE SOME ARE YOU . ii 4 

( I_ NEVER SHOULD HAVE 


EATING g ‘i 
ENOUGH? ia MY COME HERE. I CAN "READ 
MOM'S LOVE FOR ME,HER 
X CONCERN. 8UT BENEATH 
THAT, ON A PRIMAL 
LEVEL -- BURIED SO DEEPLY 
SHE PROBABLY ISN'T EVEN 
AWARE THE FEELING 
E 


WELL, WHAT’S SO WRONG WITH 


SHE HAS TWO KIDS. SHE THAT?! I AM DARK PHOENIX. 
KNOWS NOW THATIMA I AM POWER INCARNATE! 


MUTANT. SHE'S WONDER- 

ING_IF THEY'RE MUTANTS . y I HOLD THE 
TOO--IF THEY'LL ; : ~.. Wy? FATE OF THE 
TURN OUT LIKE ME. \ UNIVERSE \N 

if MY HANDS ! 


CAN'T HELP MYSELF! DON’T SHE -- SHE 
WANT TO, ANYMORE! I'M TURNED IT 


YOU FEAR ME, 
ALL OF YOU, AND 
WITH GOOD REASON! 
WHAT I DO TO 


1 LT CAN JUST 
AS EASILY 


DO TO YOU! = var Zn (x 


DAD, NO! 


WHO ARE YOU ?! 
WHAT ARE You?! 


WATCH YOUR TONE WITH 
IN HEAVEN'S 


, PLEASE! ¢ ME, OLD MAN. YOU DANCE 
ven y iF WITH BEAT} 1== Ana WORSE 
Do YOU WANT ; Te \\\\ le 
FROM US?! ! 


I WAS YOUR 
DAUGHTER. 


THAT FOG! 
WHERE DID 
IT COME 
FROM?! 


nin 
YOU'RE NOT MINE-- NOT ¥ 
ANY PART OF ME! I DENY 


you! I CAST YOU OUT! 


IT'S NOT NATURAL 
THE LOCALE AND 
SEASON ARE ALL 
WRONG FOR THIS 
KIND OF PEA-SOUPER. 
STORM IS A 
WEATHER - WITCH -- 


-~THIS [S PROBABLY 
>? HER DOING. STRANGE, 
THOUGH, I CAN'T SPOT 
HER, OR ANY OF THE 
OTHER X-MEN, 
TELEPATHICALLY. 


NIGHTCRAWLER TELEPORTED ON TOP OF ME! 


SOME DEVICE -- HID HIM FROM MY 
TELEPATHIC SCAN ! 


IF YOU MUST FEEL SORRY FOR YOU AND YOUR FELLOW 
FOR ANYONE, MISFIT, FEEL . X-MEN WILL BE THE ONES 
SORRY FOR YOURSELF. TO SUFFER TONIGHT! 


RELAX YOUR BODY, 
NIGHTCRAWLER! 


MIND-SCRAMBLER Yj, 
OF YOURS WORKS, 
OTHERWISE... 


SURRENDER, COLOSSUS, =-SSESE ZG J 


TO THE LIKES OF YOU7! YZ 


‘i Y vy 
WY 


4 
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DO NOT FIGHT 
US, PHOENIX! 
THE HARDER 
YOU STRUGGLE, 
THE MORE YOU 
WILL BE IN PAIN! 


f THIS ACCURSED DIADEM MAY 
NEVER - LIMIT MY POWERS -- IT MAY EVEN 
CRIPPLE ME -- BUT I’M STILL 
FAR FROM HELPLESS ! 


I DON'T 


F You ARE CLOSER TO ME THAN mY FH 
OWN SISTER,STORM, YET 1 Zid 
ON'T HESITATE TO STRIKE Zz 
YOU DOWN. Sz 


WwoOHE IS STILL 
JEAN See 


IN THE NAME OF THE tOVE § aaa 
WE SHARED, ORORO -~ _ age 


EEP OVE 
YOUR GRAV: 


MORE AND MOR 
RAW POWER. 


WOLVERINE -- 
WHAT'RE YOU 
DOING ?!? 


SETTLE THIS 
FRACAS... 


+ THE ONLY 
WAY IT 
CAN BE 
SETTLED. 


: i 
THEY KEEP THINKIN’ OF DARK 
PHOENIX AS JEANNIE. THEY'RE 

TRYIN’ TA CAPTURE HER WITHOUT 

HURTIN’ HER ANY MORE THAN THEY. 

HAVE TO. BUT THAT WON'T WORK. EVEN WITH 

THE BEAST'S FRAMMISTAT CHOPPIN' HER POWER... 


... SHE'S STILL TOO 
STRONG FER US--AN' 
GETTIN’ STRONGER 

ALL THE TIME. 1 Got YA 
NO CHOICE. I GOTTA 
END THIS -- NOW! 
PERMANENTLY £ 


STRIKES WHILE WHAT A PITY, HANK. I'VE 
THE HUMAN OVERLOADED YOUR 
PART OF ME ; PRECIOUS SCRAMBLER. 
IS STILL IN = . 


\\ 
FINISH ME 
WITH YOUR 


«BUT A PLOY j WITH A THOUGHT, SHE FREEZES THE FIVE OF THEM WHERE 
THAT FAILED. THEY STAND, INSTANTLY TRANSFORMING THEM INTO 
. LIVING STATUES. 


WITH A SECOND THOUGHT, SHE 
TELEKINETICALLY OISPERSES 
STORM'S FOG. x - 


J 


: 4 Pee 
Fanart 


es eto 


r) 
2 f vt Bis si =o 
bial \N BUT, NOW THAT L HAVE YOU, WHATEVER AM I GOING TO DO WITH YOU? } 


JEAN, IF THERE o HUSH, 7 
Is ANYTHING COLOSSUS. AIMEARRGH £ 
HUMAN 
REMAINING 
WITHIN YOU... JfH 
j x se 


oe 
fx 
"4 ba Air : 
ANY LAST > 
THOUGHTS, 

WLITTLE 

BROTHER, " 

BEFORE 

FINAL 
SENTENCE 
iS PASSED? 


= A 
e @ fawQ—Z 
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7. HEAR ME f 
REMEMBER P 
WHAT YOU MEANT. . g JONDEE 
O US AND WE, y , WHEN You'D 
TO YOU. I... iy TURN UP. 


BUT IF YOU CAN’T, THEN ASK 

YOURSELF..WHY. YOU'RE DARK 

PHOENIX-- POWER INCARNATE. 

NO FORCE IN EXISTENCE CAN 

STAND AGAINST YOU. THE X-MEN 

HAVE DEFIED YOU, FOUGHT YOU-- 
YET WE LIVE. 


YOU'RE 
re NOT 
WORTH 
KILLING. 


YOUR EXISTENCE, 


CAN ATTAIN. 


AND NOW, YOU 
WANT TO DENY 
THAT ? TO DENY 
YOURSELF ? 


THEN, I CAN'T STOP YOU. 1 WON'T 
KILL EVEN TRY. BE TRUE TO YOUR 
ME. MALEFIC DESTINY, PHOENIX-- 

KILL ME... 


THAT'S ONE ANSWER. BUT THERE'S Oh7 FOR LOVE OF THE X-MEN, 
ANOTHER, TRUE, YOU'RE DARK 


YOU SACRIFICED YOUR LIFE. FOR 
LOVE OF ME, YOU RESURRECTED 
YOURSELF. FOR LOVE OF THE 


YOU TRY, YOU CAN'T EXORCISE THAT] | WHOLE UNIVERSE, YOU ALMOST 


PART OF 


YOURSELF. IT’S TOO 


FUNDAMENTAL. 


YOU CAN'T KILL US 


DIED A SECOND TIME TO SAVE IT. 


BECAUSE YOU LOVE US. 


AND WE LOVE YOU. 


I... HUNGER, SCOTT --FORAJOY, A 
RAPTURE, BEYOND ALL COMPREHENSION. 
/ THAT NEEO IS A PART OF 


IT DOESN'T 
HAVE TO. 


-- YOU 
HAVE JUST 

SIGNED 
YOUR DEATH 

WARRANT! 


X\ 

PERHAPS, PHOENIX. \ 
BUT I AM IN PART 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
HERE. THOUGH IT 
MAY COST ME 

MY LIFE -- 


FESSOR \WHILE YOU DISTRACTED] | YOU HEARD 
ee HER, T WAS ABLE TO_ | |OUR “MENTOR” 
= APPROACH AND MINO- c 
WHAT \ BLAST PHONIX. T-1 
HAVE YOU JKHAP NO ALTERNATIVE. 


yh 


NOW STAND 
ASIDE --AT 
ONCE/I DO 
NOT WISH 


y WHY, PROFESSOR, YOU 
SOUND ALMOST GUILTY-- 


TELEPATHIC ABILITY. YOU 
SET IN MOTION THE 


CREATED FIRST 
PHOENIX--— 


-- AND THEN, ¥ 
DARK 
PHOENIX £ 


MEDDLING 
OLD FOOL-- 


I AM WHAT WAS, WHAT POWER WITH- 
IS, WHAT WILL BE -- OUT RESTRAINT-- 
THE BLACK ANGEL, KNOWLEDGE 
CHAOS-BRINGER ! WITHOUT WISDOM-- 
AGE WITHOUT 
MATURITY--PASSION 
WITHOUT LOVE . 


THE PHOENIX RISES, THE v1 IN A DEATH-DUEL THE -- WAGED SIMULTANEOUSLY 
PSI-WAR BEGINS / THE BETWEEN THE STRUGGLE ON ALL THE INFINITE 
INSANE YOUNG TELEPATH... STRONGEST MUTANT 1S EPIC-- PLANES OF EXISTENCE. 

: MINDS ON EARTH. : 


NOT LONG AGO, YET FOR JEAN, A LIFETIME AGO, PHOENIX BOUND A ROGUE NEUTRON GALAXY WITHIN A 
Sie ae ETINER Se ANTI-ENERGY, THEREBY PREVENTING THAT ULTIMATE BLACK HOLE FROM DESTROYING 


a NOW, INMUCH Ff 

B THE SAME WAY, F 
CHARLES XAVIER |s 
SEEKS TO BIND 
DARK PHOENIX 
ONCE MORE,,, 


THE END COMES SUDDENLY. ONE 
MOMENT, THE PHOENIX- EFFECT |S 
LIGHTING UP THE COUNTRYSIDE 
LIKE A SMALL SUN. 


JEAN 7 " SHE'S SO STILL. I'M NOT 
EVEN SURE SHE'S ALIVE. I 
WANT HER TO LIVE -= 


-- BUT WHAT IF SHE 
HASN'T CHANGED? 
WHAT IF SHE'S STILL 
DARK PHOENIX 7! 


|... WITHIN AN 
UNBREACHABLE 
NETWORK OF 


THE NEXT, JEAN GREY COLLAPSES TO 
THE GROUND LIKE A PUPPET WITH 
ITS STRINGS CUT. 


WOULD... HAVE LOST -- BUT L... 
SENSED JEAN... FIGHTING HER 
PHOENIX-SELF... HELPING ME... 


FOR BETTER, WORSE, 
RICHER, POORER, SICK- 
NESS, HEALTH-- TILL 

DEATH DO US PART. 


NEW MEXICO. THE PROFESSOR HAD ME 
FLY HIM UP HERE. 
Oh, DEAR. I GET THE 
I DON'T = ‘ FEELING WE ARRIVED HERE 
BELIEVE IT. ' IN THE PROVERBIAL NICK 
OF TIME. 


DAD | 
BLUSHING! 


I'LL BE HAPPY TO 


1 CAN STILL “HEAR” YOU CURED? \3 THANKS TO THE © XAVIER ! Pay 
THROUGH OUR PSIONIC I... THINK PROFESSOR, I'M € WHAT THE ens) | EXPLAIN, Dr.GREY. 
RAPPORT, JEAN. HOW DO ( SO. 1 HOPE , AS CURED AS DEVIL HAS x BUT FIRST, COULD I 
YOU FEEL? ARE YOU.,,.7 $0. I'LL EVER BE. ] BEEN GOING : TROUBLE YOU FOR 
A gigi \_ON HERE 7! ; SOME TEA 7 


i 


(to 


/ (T'S BEEN A MOST 
: dil STRENUOUS NIGHT. 


BEFORE ANYONE CAN MOVE, HOWEVER... 


CR Fe 


THEY -- THEY Me 
DISAPPEARED f 


I DON'T KNOW. THE X-MEN SEEMED AS 
SURPRISED AS WE WERE. IF SOME ENEMY, 
SOME... SUPER -VILLAIN, HAS 
KIDNAPPED THEM... 


«. WE MAY 
NEVER SEE 
THEM -- OR... 
JEAN-- AGAIN! 


NEXT ISSUE: THE END OF AN EPIC -- A 35 -PAGE MASTERWORK £ 


te PATE THE PHOENIX! 


s 


